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For the article “Technique of contemporary iliofemoral and infrainguinal venous thrombectomy”, published in J
Vasc Surg 2006:43;185-191, we are reprinting Figs 1-5 in higher quality.
Fig 1. A, Preoperative iliocavogram shows nonocclusive thrombus extending into the vena cava. B, A suprarenal
balloon catheter was placed from the contralateral femoral vein and inserted under fluoroscopy. The balloon was
inflated at the time of thrombectomy. C, Iliocaval thrombectomy is performed with the patient protected from
pulmonary embolism.
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Volume 43, Number 4 875Fig 2. The technique of infrainguinal balloon catheter venous thrombectomy begins with exposure of the common
femoral, femoral, and profunda femoris veins, the saphenofemoral junction proximally, and the distal posterior tibial
vein. A No. 3 or 4 balloon catheter is advanced from the posterior tibial vein proximally, exiting the femoral venotomy.
A silastic intravenous sheath is placed halfway onto the catheter, and another No. 4 balloon catheter is inserted into the
other end of the sheath. B, The balloons are inflated to fix the catheter tips inside of the sheath, and pressure is applied
by a single individual guiding them distally through the clotted veins and venous valves. C, Catheters and sheath exit
the posterior tibial venotomy. D, The thrombectomy catheter balloon is gently inflated as the catheter is pulled
proximally (E) to exit the femoral venotomy, extracting thrombus.
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April 2006876Fig 3. A red rubber catheter (with the largest possible diameter) is placed into the posterior tibial vein and vigorously
injected with a heparin-saline solution by using a bulb syringe to flush residual thrombus. After flushing, the femoral
vein is clamped, and the leg veins are injected with 150 to 200mL of a dilute urokinase or recombinant tissue
plasminogen activator solution. The iliac vein thrombectomy is performed with a No. 8 to 10 venous thrombectomy
catheter (Fig 1).Fig 4. A, After iliac vein thrombectomy, a completion phlebogram of the right common iliac vein shows residual
stenosis. B, After iliac vein venoplasty, the stenosis is corrected, thus restoring unobstructed venous drainage into the
vena cava.
